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The Voice ofthe Students

The Crescent is George Fox University's student newspaper, a publication that has been part ofthe
university and the Associated Student Community since 1981. The opinions and ideas presented in
this paper do not necessarily reflect those of George Fox University.
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Want your comic in the Crescefit too?
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ing 198 to 159.

Wraps up Inaugural Season
with Success

"They all really stepped up and did an amazing job
with it, which was reaUy cool," said Turner. "By the time
we got to the end of the season, it was so great to see how
our team came together."
The team went on a retreat together and did a train
ing camp together during Winter Break, which helped
deepen relationships between teammates. Turner said.
Making the transition to competing made it harder to
feel comfortable for the first few meets, said Turner.

"It's hard to cheer for people. You don't know what
their events are, you don't know what their best times are,
you don't know what their goals are," said Turner.
But the swimmers quickly got into a rhythm as they
learned how to be a team.

"Them getting to know each other better and seeing

their strengths and their weaknesses, they really got to
cheer for each other and support each other in a much

different way," Turner said.
Grace Ferguson and Bethany Christensen are the

only seniors on the team, and they took the roles of "team
moms" and helped bring the team together, said Turner.
"They really took on this role of support, without
being like 'team captains'," said Turner. "They were just
there to encourage, and support and carry them along the

way, and I think it ended up being a really cool thing for
our freshmen to see that."

Having Ferguson and Christensen on the team also
helped the newer swimmers adapt to college swimming —
at GFU.

The first George Fox University(GFU) swim

"They just had that little bit of seniority," said Turn
er, "you know, that little bit of extra knowledge of, like,
team wrapped up their first competitive season 'well, this is what being an athlete at George Fox is like.
on Feb. 10, finishing eighth in the Northwest
You may know what being an athlete is like, but here at
Conference(NWC)Championships.
George Fox, this is what we want our priorities to be'."
"In general, our goals for this season were to be com

Turner is excited to see how the competition changes

petitive in our first year and to build a team from the very

next year and what new swimmers will bring to the team

bottom," said Coach Natalie Turner.

culture.

At the beginning of the season, the objective was to
create a team culture and a cohesive group out of a lot of
different swimming backgrounds. Making the transition to
college swimming can be difficult. Turner said.
"There was a lot that was unexpected on our swim
mers' side," said Turner. "It's different than club swim

"You never really know what you're going to get or

how that's going to affect the team," said Turner,"and
next year will be really weird, because this has been the
only team."

Turner hopes the team will keep growing every year,
bringing new swimmers and new times.

ming, it's different than a high school experience they
might have had, and so starting off college swimming
there was a lot of just different expectations of what the

ever expected would be asked of them," said Turner. "It

year was going to look like."
The team, which spent the 2017-2018 season only

was so cool as a coach to see them step up and see them
respond to that so well. They were an amazing group this

training, beat Pacific University in the Jan. 26 meet, scor

year."

"There was so much more hard work and so much

more dedication that we asked of them than I think they

Photo by Lauren Reichenhach

THE CRESCENT|NEWS & SPORTS|5

George Fox Women's Basketball:

Northwest Conference

Tournament Champions
By Megan Stewart

On Thursday,February 21, the George Fox
University(GFU)Women's Basketball team
won against Linfield 76-49.

Before the starting tip off, GFU players Emily
Spencer, Lillie Abramson, Hailey Hartney, Haylee Hutzler, and Kylin Collman peeled themselves away from
the team huddle and took to the court. Students in Bruin

gear sat in the front rows of the bleachers, clutching and

waving large face cutouts of individual players. The crowd
had never been bigger that season.
The game was NCAA semi-finals. Despite losing in
the past to the George Fox Bruins, 95-61, the Linfield

way, seamlessly and effectively blocking any passing routes.
Only two minutes into the second quarter, a Linfield
player slammed the ball down in what appeared to be
frustration.

At the end of the half, the Bruins had secured a 37-23

lead. As the victors became even more apparent, the GFU
student section grew louder.

During the third quarter, Haley Strowbridge tried for
3-pointer. A few students rose from their seats as the ball
soared through the air, cheering when it dropped into the
net. Another standing ovation came in the last minutes of
the fourth, when Hull reached up and clean blocked her

Wildcats were just as hungry for the chance to reach the

opponent's shotjust before the release. At the buzzer, the

finals.

scoreboard read 76-49.

Linfield gained possession first, with Kory Oleson tip

Their real challenge, though, was the final game on

ping the ball to her teammates in the back, winning it over Saturday evening.
Hutzler. They scored first, sinking a 2-pointer within the

first minute of the game. As rocky of a start as the game

"We've got a really tough opponent in Whitman and

was for GFU, Linfield made only six points before their

they've already beat us here on our own court, so we know
it's going to be a tough game," said Head Coach Michael

lucky streak started to unravel.

Meek before the game.

As soon as the Bruins' Madison Hull swished the tying
basket within six minutes of the first quarter, the Wildcats
folded. It became GFU's game. Shortly after, GFU pulled

and team-first mindset.

ahead, thanks to Hutzler's foul shot.

The Bruins finished the first quarter 21-8 and nev
er looked back, continually shutting down the Wildcats'

advances with impeccable defense, high court pressing as
soon as they scored or whenever Linfield gained posses
sion on the sidelines. In contrast, the Wildcats often al
lowed their opponents to dribble across the half court line

unguarded, sometimes sending just one defensive player

forward to pressure the ball. The Wildcats just didn't have
the same energy as the Bruins, and it hurt them tremen

He said the team's secret weapon was their dedication

"This team is really special ... [because of] their work

ethic and the way they care about each other, said Meek.
"This team's done a greatjob of ... worrying about
only things they can control [and] sharing each other s
successes," he said. "And when a player makes a play on
the court, it's like the whole team has made it, notjust that

player. I think that's what successful program do..."
Bradley Neuhoff, a George Fox professor and one of
the people who runs the women s basketball livestream,
agreed.

"They don't have superstars, they have a team,"

dously.

Neuhoff said.

The Bruins also racked up numerous steals and jump
balls, players scrapping and writhing on the ground to
obtain possession. When Linfield's point guard sped down

Their connectedness ultimately won them the North
west Conference Tournament against Whitman 66-52 on

Saturday. It was the 13th championship in George Fox

the court, two to three GFU players moved to block her

Women's Basketball history.
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Heaven's Kitchen
A C^pus Cook:;Off
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LastFriday, Student Activities hosted an op
portunity to do both with the latest George
Fox University(GFU)living area competition.
Here's everything you need to know about Heaven's
Kitchen.

Planned by Student Activities, Heaven's Kitchen took
place in Canyon Commons (better known as the Bon).
The event, a spin-off of TV series "Hell's Kitchen," was
inspired by cooking demonstrations on campus. The
competition consisted of eight teams of three students,
with one representing each living area . There was also a
"potential special guest team."
Luckily, GFU students avoided the wrath of Gordon
Ramsay, who hosts the original show: Luke Suminski, a
third-year student, and Lilly Dougalas, a fourth-year stu
dent, hosted the competition.

Mr

Photos byJohnJoo

Jayden Berger, a fourth-year student and lead coordi
nator for Heaven's Kitchen and general event coordinator,
explained the parameters for the teams and their cooking.
"Each team will bring five spices or other flavors that

they can use throughout the competition," Berger said.
"The rest will be provided to them in the form of baskets
per round."
Both Suminski and Berger encouraged students to get
involved, regarding Heaven's Kitchen as an "opportunity
to be exciting and full of great fun that will involve the
campus and different living areas." The competing stu
dents recreated college students' meals.
Teams were narrowed down through a bracket-style
competition until there was only two left. The winning
team of three not only received points for their living
area, but also an additional SI50 prize.

THE CRESCENT
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The Start of
Stewards of
Sustainability

Early first semester, an informative meeting
was held by Plant Services regarding the state
of George Fox University's(GFU)recycling,

empowerment for students who want to learn about how
to live more sustainably and have opportunities to practice

specifically the reasons for the removal of mixed recycling
on campus. What came out of the meeting was not only

this in daily life," Thaxter said. "George Fox has a great
opportunity to raise questions and challenges to students
regarding living a lifestyle of stewardship, and we want to

answers and information, but a potential solution: the
Stewards of Sustainability club.

help them do that."

of Stewards of Sustainability alongside Kristina Peter

tary showings. Despite having onlyjust started, the Stew
ards of Sustainability club is already brainstorming for the
future. Goals and projects in mind include a community
garden, a compost program and reusable container pro
grams to discourage waste.

Currendy the club plans to hold a wide variety of
Morgan Thaxter, a fourth-year student, is co-president events, ranging from beach cleanups to featured documen

son, also a fourth-year student. As co-presidents, they run
meetings, oversee general club organization, and make

sure that a team of six officers — who aided in founding
the club — have what they need to fulfill their roles prop
erly.

"When we asked Plant Services if they planned to

improve opportunities for students to be more responsible
with our waste production, they responded that that was
up to the students to do," Thaxter said, "so we banded
together to be that resource. We spent the rest of last

semester gathering officers and learning how to be a club,
and this semester we are ready for action."

Stewards of Sustainabihty seeks to establish a com

munity that is based on collaboration and support over
different ideas about using our resources wisely.
"Our club aspires to be a resource for learning and

Curious and considering joining? Good news — the
Stewards of Sustainability club is always "eager for new
recruits who are ready to learn and get involved." Thaxter
encouraged those who are interested to reach out and stay
aware of club updates.
"Anyone and everyone are welcome to join all of our
events!" Thaxter said. "Keep an eye out on our Instagram
account @stewardsofsustainability, event announcements

in the Daily Bruin, and posters around campus. Anyone who
is interested in joining our team can contact me at mthaxterl7@georgefox.edu or Kristina at petersonkl5@georgefox.edu to discuss attending our bi-monthly meetings."
Photo by Victoria Prieto
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Why was the Bridge Cafe
closed? By Danielle Brown
Due to understaffing, the Bridge Cafe closed
for two weeks last month. They have recent

ly opened back up with modified hours and
hope to return to normal hours in die upcoming weeks.
"It was a perfect storm," said Denny Lawrence, gen
eral manager of Cafe Bon Appetit. With the retirement
of the Bruin Bites supervisor and the planned vacation of
another staff member, several unforeseen events incapac
itated other staff members including medical leave,jury
duty, and illnesses. Lawrence knew that they would have
to close one of the three cafes on campus.

"Ijust did not have enough staff to keep all three [ca
fes] open," Lawrence said.
One of the accidents leading to the closure of the
Bridge Cafe was the injury of a cook in the Bruin Den who
fell and hit his head. He is still currendy on medical leave.
Cafe Bon Appetit was forced to close for the afternoon

'

because of the nature of the injury but compensated stu
dents who were waiting for food orders with a free pass to

the Canyon Commons dining haU.

After deliberating, Lawrence decided that because
both the Bruin Den and Bruin Bites bring in a greater
amount of revenue and student traffic, the closure of the

Bridge Cafe would have the least impact on students. To
compensate for the inconvenience it caused students, free
cookies and coffee were offered throughout the two weeks
of closure.

"We sincerely apologize," Lawrence said."We didn't
want to close for that two-week period or reduce the

hours, but we physically didn't have the staff to fill those
vacancies."

As of now, Bon Appetit is still regaining staff mem
bers, bringing in temporary hires and shifting staff around
to fill in the gaps and keep aU the cafes open.

mt

"One of the
accidents leading
to the closure of
the Bridge Cafe was
the injury of a cook

'i

in the Bruin Den

whofell and hit
his head,

1
Photo by Alyssa Minor
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Dead Day Dinner
By Romare Ashford
(Guest Submission)

Its finally week fourteen. At this point in your

che, baked goods and spam with musubi. Spam with mu-

academic career, you can barely hold on. Projects, subi is a great Hawaiian dish with cooked rice and spam

essay and meetings are pihng up as your overall
health deteriorates. One of the last lights to hold onto is
the fact that after you finish finals winter break is here.
You need a break now.

Dead Day Dinner all started whenJesse was a fresh
man at George Fox University(GFU). Now Jesse Cetz is

a senior getting ready to graduate.Jesse smiles, thinking
back to the first Dead Day dinner.Jesse and Ed are the
best of friends and still are to this day.
"Ed was like my mentor but it wasn't an official title.
That's my guy,"Jesse said.

Ed and Jesse were bored out on Dead Day so the boys
decided to invite a few friends over and make some food.

Ed and Jesse headed to Winco to make a favorite dish,
ceviche. Ceviche is a seafood dish made with seafood,
chili, lemon, onion, and cilantro. With tortilla chips, you
can use ceviche as a dip. Together the first Dead Day
Dinner was small, only 15 people, setting the tone for
Dead Day Dinners to come. At the first one, they ran out
of food quickly and had to better prepare for next time.

wrapped. We all worked together to get the job done. A
few of us gathered around and began to rip the chicken
into pieces for enchiladas. One group rolled chicken with
tortillas while another person made the sauce. Then we
began to layer the enchiladas with cheese. Then as we let
those bake in the oven, we switched our effort to ceviche.
"So we've been having and we've kept having them.
It's something that has been really special because... it
was a tradition that we created out of nowhere," said
Jesse.

Now in our third Dead Day Dinner that passed, our
group invited faculty into the tradition like Jenny Elsey,
Bryce Caulfield, Grant Burns, and Min Choi.
"Jenny showed up when we invited her and since then

she's been praying for like every Dead Day Dinner since.
Gracelynn, David,Jess, and Vanessa come the day before
the meal to the house and blast music super loud, clean
the kitchen, and get all the stuff prepared to start making
the food. It was like a really good atmosphere,"said Jesse.

Jesse hopes once he graduates, the next upperclassmen
When the next semester roUed around, the boys had to
in line continue the tradition. After about eight Dead Day
redefine the process. Ceviche was too expensive and didn't
Jesse has spent roughly $1,000.
feed enough people. From Jesse's first college semester to Dinners,
"Every
penny was worth it," said Jesse.
the second semester, the Dead Day Dinner increased to 30
people.

"That year it started to pick up, we would make a

Facebook Messenger group chat with aU the people we

Only in the last two dinners, our group has started
using the Community Life Fund. The Community Life
Fund allows students to host events on and off-campus to

build a better community with a student at George Fox.

knew to know how much food to make. That year a friend This fund reimburses students after they spend money
drove all the way down to Newberg for the dinners"Jesse on fun events with their friends. This has made our Dead
said.

Jesse and Ed welcomed my friends and I into their
Dead Day tradition. By this time, they were on their third

Dead Day Dinner. We all came together at Ed's house,
Herbert. We made multiple stores runs to get groceries at
Winco and Fred Meyer. Groups of us cleaned the house
and kitchen to prepare food. We made enchiladas, cevi

Day Dinner much more affordable because we don't have
to pay out of pocket.

Food is not the not the only main event on Dead

Day Dinner. Brian Preap has been organizing the Secret
Santa Gift Exchange. Brian Preap is a brave student, who
decided he wanted to organize all our friends to conduct
the Secret Santa Gift Exchange. Elfster does all the work,

THE CRESCENT \ FEATURES

having the patience to organize anything with this many
people deserves an award.

ta Gift Exchange is perfect for giving everyone the oppor

"It's almost Christmas season you know. I feel like
white elephantsjust contribute more to the community

In a matter of hoursJesse and Ed orchestrated a
bunch of college students to work together in the most

we attempt to build during the dinner," said Brian. Brian
loves this exchange because it shows how much we know
each other. Every year you see practical, gag, and just
plain strange gifts from the gift exchange. The Secret San

fun "group project" they would have. We got student and

tunity to relax before the stressful finals week.

faculty of different major, grade level, religions, and back
grounds to just enjoy each other during the most stressfiil
time of the year.

Black History Month leads to

Racist Social Media posts
By Hannah Lee

During Black History Month,George Fox Uni

video promoting a spoken word event by the Black Stu

versity(GFU) alumni proved that racism is,

dent Union. The post received over eighty comments,

in fact, alive and well.

many from alumni who questioned the purpose of minori
ty clubs. These comments included:

Two significant social media events occurred in the
past month and left students feeling defeated and alone.

"Is there a United student union that is inclusive

Upperclassmen claimed racism tends to show its face
niore during February, when the school's Black Student
Union pays homage to African-American leaders and

and welcoming to aU students — regardless of their race,
nationality or ethnic background?" and "Wouldn't having

significant events in black history.

what opportunities [others] have kind of like sacrificed to

groups of both black and white?"
Current students responded with the purpose of
minority clubs, explaining how everyone of aU races and

get me here," said Romare Ashford, a junior. This year,

cultural backgrounds are welcome.

"It's like a time to kind of reflect on how I got here...

racism appeared in subtle tones over social media.

On February 1, senior Sabrina Pastard posted a
Facebook status: "I would like to give a shout out to black
people. Ya'll are awesome." This status sparked several
comments that some faculty and students interpreted as
ignorant, including one from a GFU cafeteria employee.

conversations about race reconciliation be done best with

"Culture clubs exist to teach the student body about
cultures that are different from their own as well as create

safe spaces for students to have hard conversations about
race and racial reconciliation," Kaheela Reid, a senior,
wrote.

However, these explanations did not appease com-

The comment read,"I am SO PROUD that my family

menters, who expressed anger about the lack of a "white

died to set y'all free."

club."

When students tried to educate her on why this com

ment was offensive, she was not receptive, saying,"Why

Some alumni came to the school's defense, however, as
did faculty.
Students like Ashford are disappointed by the events

are you so quick to see the bad that isn't even there?" Botli
that transpired, but continue to hope for progress at the
the school and its cafeteria provider, Bon Appetit, investi
school.
gated potential racism from the employee. She has since
"My history is notjust slavery," Ashford said. "Hope
been dismissed from her position.
fully...future generations can have an easier time, too."
Similarly, the official GFU Facebook page posted a

THE CRESCENT 1 FEATURES \ 12

P

Advocacy Group Stands Up

Against Sexual Assault
ByJeti Wright

$

\
Among college undergraduate students, 23.1%
of females and 5.4% of males experience rape
or sexual assault through physical force, vio
lence, or incapacitation, according to the Rape, Abuse and
Incest National Network. This obviously puts women on
college campuses at a much higher risk of sexual assault.
Two freshmen from George Fox University (GFU),
Abbie Brown and Izzy Bujosa, are trying to raise awareness
of this problem on campus by starting an advocacy group.
Bujosa and Brown noticed a hole in the education

The new group is not an official club yet. Bujosa and
Brown have big plans for the group, and the first step
towards becoming an official club is securing an advis
er. They are reaching out to campus pastorJamie Noling-Auth about filling the position.
GFU requires all new students to take an hour-long
online course that "helps students to better understand
and develop skills around bystander intervention, consent,
healthy relationships, the effects of alcohol, social norms

and reporting assaults," according to the GFU website.

undergraduates that have been direcdy affected by sexual

But this course is not enough. Many students go
through the course with minimum effort, not paying close

assault, they are determined to make a change.

attention to the videos, Bujosa said.

surrounding sexual assault and safety at GFU, and as

Photos by Victoria Prieto
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"As a Christian university, too, it's something that we
want to try and pretend doesn't happen," said Brown.

"Especially at George Fox, with the strict rules we have,

with guys on the football team being involved in [sexual
assault]," said Lusk,"and I don't think that would be an
issue here, but I think it's reaUy empowering for the [wom

like, you don't want sex to be a part of your identity at all. en] that are trying to spread that awareness. Like, if the
That's something that's really noticeable on campus,[that] largest margin for the people that do it, are behind you in
it, it's got to be comforting."
"I think the guys on the team are some of the best
guys on the campus, period," said Lusk. "And I think
they'd be completely behind it."
Supporting someone affected by sexual assault starts
with believing them and not blaming them, said Lusk.
"There are stories out there of girls that are just play
paign, includes a list of promises about sexual consent and
ing victim, either to put someone away or to get atten
standing up against sexual violence, to be signed by the
athlete. The pledge also states that the athlete can expect a tion," said Lusk, "but it's very rare that that occurs."

it's just something that's hidden, and not talked about and
brushed under the rug."
They hope to raise awareness on campus, talk at high
schools about sexual assault safety and even introduce a
pledge of accountability to the GFU sports teams.
The pledge, started by the #SetTheExpectation cam

dismissal from the team if the pledge is violated.
Riley Lusk, a freshman on the GFU football team,

supports both the forming of the advocacy group and the

introducing of the pledge, and he is talking with his coach
about it.

"I know in D-1 schools, there is an issue with it, like

Being aware of the issue of sexual assault is just the
beginning. Supporting those around you affected by sexual
assault is an important part of creating a safe and welcom
ing campus culture.

The group meets Sundays at 8 p.m. in the Beebe 2
lobby, and anyone is welcome to attend.

5

Supporting someone
affected by sexual^
assault starts zvith

believing them ap.d
not blaming them.
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When Toleration
Becomes a Vice:
Thoughts on Aristotle
By Ana Imes

On Feb. 20,Richard Avramento,political

science professor at University of Wiscon

sin-Madison, gave a lecture called "When
Toleration Becomes a Vice: Thoughts from Aristotle"

hosted by the politics department at George Fox Universi
ty(GFU). Avramento warned against an excess of tolera

Avramento defined violence as an "injurious or

destructive force," claiming,"in the name of toleration,
you get violence." This argument — that toleration of
different cultural practices can lead to physical violence
rested primarily on the example of female genital muti

tion, arguing that some ideas and behefs are in fact wrong lation. His point was that it may be appropriate to cause

and should be recognized as such.

Avramento defined toleration as "refusing to interfere
with, denounce, or persecute objectionable conduct and

beliefs." He referencedJohn Locke's Letter Concerning
Toleration throughout his talk, citing it as a healthy view
on toleration. According to Avramento, Locke believed we
should be "physically tolerant" of opposing ideas for the
sake of reconciliation and pluralism.
Avramento agrees with Locke, but he believes that
the purpose of toleration is no longer individual freedom.

emotional suffering by disagreeing with a cultural belief or
practice if you have the noble cause of protecting women

or children from physical violence.
In the context of female genital mutilation, it is diffi
cult to disagree with Avramento. It seems that most people
would agree that mutilation of young women against their
will should not be tolerated. Avramento, however, failed to
properly address the more mainstream "liberal" argument

for tolerance: that we should respect the identities and be

liefs of others as long as those identities and behefs do not

He claimed that the purpose "of toleration has changed

perpetrate physical violence. This argument is controver

to ending discomfort or uncomfortable conversation." In
other words, he argued,"they want to make bad man

set up a strawman argument to knock down.

ners illegal." "They" refers to those who support "group
rights," "identity politics," and "consciousness raising."
Using Aristotelian terms, Avramento condemned

sial, and Avramento could have responded, but he instead
Anyone who has regularly attended the free lectures at
GFU during the 2018-19 school year has heard Avramento's argument before. The William Penn Honors Program

He described this "lack of nobility" as "obsequiousness."
Because toleration is often strongly encouraged by those

(WPHP)hosted a lecture on microaggressions, and the
politics department hosted a lecture on the freedom of speech.
The lecturers from all three of these talks used similar
examples, cited many of the same people, and even used

who identify with liberalism, Avramento made the leap of

identical quotes. This lack of diversity in opinion makes me

describing liberalism as a vice.

wonder if GFU is suffering from a deficiency of tolerance.

an "excess" of this "new" version of toleration as a vice.

THE CRESCENT \ OPINIONS

'^The lecturersfrom all three ofthese talks
used similar examples^ cited many ofthe

same people^ and even used identical
quotes. This lack ofdiversity in opinion
makes me wonder if GFU is sujfering

from a deficiency oftolerance
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